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WRITINGS ON THE WALL 

HAPPY EASTER to one and all. I hope you are all en-
joying the joys of Spring and have had time to holiday 
and celebrate the festival of Easter. 

I don't know about you but I have been surprised by 
the recent ubiquity of the Easter Bunny! Who in-
vented it? Why did they do it? And, why is it so en-
couraged by modern popular culture? More impor-
tantly, who thought it was a good idea to tell children 
that rabbits lay chocolate eggs? I know what rabbits 
do leave on the lawn and I wouldn't want my children 
to eat it! 

I have done some research. Apparently, 19th century 
Germans used to tell children that the Easter Hare 
would give them gifts at Easter. This might have 
spread to England where our churches sometimes 
have carvings of hares. Spring is when hares are more 
commonly seen because it is their breeding season 
and Victorians claimed an association between the 
hare and Eostre, the Anglo-Saxon pagan fertility god-
dess, but there is no historical evidence for this link. 
There is therefore very little cultural heritage to the 
Easter bunny. 

I believe the current popularity of the Easter Bunny is 
due to the dumbing-down, secularisation and Ameri-
canisation of our culture; it is bright and cuddly, it 
appeals to children and it means that we can keep 
giving each other chocolate eggs whilst ignoring or 

supplanting the reason for the public holiday. There is 
only one reason there is a public holiday on Good Fri-
day and Easter Monday and that is that it used to be 
that the vast majority of the population of Britain 
were devout Christians and they took the time off 
work to celebrate the most important event in Chris-
tian doctrine; the conquest of sin, death and the devil 
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ three days after his 
brutal crucifixion. 

I fully respect that lots of people believe very differ-
ent things to me, but the Easter bunny gets my goat! I 
can respect atheists and people of different faiths if 
they do not wish to celebrate Easter but replacing the 
profound beauty of a festival celebrating a world re-
deemed through the love of God with something so 
superficial and meaningless is denying our culture and 
wilfully slighting the faith of those who do believe. 

As I say, I hope everyone had a good break and a cele-
bration but before you decide for yourself what the 
meaning of Easter is I challenge you to read a gospel; 
Matthew, Mark, Luke or John and think about who 
Jesus was/is and ask yourself why a third of the 
world's population worship him and every village in 
our land has a clubhouse built in His name. Happy 
Easter!   

Revd Ben  
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Our new Bishop 
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SERVICES FROM PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER DAY  
 

 
Sunday 29

th
 March  10am  United Benefice Holy Communion 

Palm Sunday      at the Priory Church, Lanercost  
       with the Northern Cross Walkers 

 

Monday 30
th

 March  6.30pm  Taizé Service  
Holy Monday     at Gilsland Church 

  with the Carlisle Taizé Choir 
 

Thursday 2
nd

 April  7pm   Holy Communion at Talkin Church 
Maundy Thursday 
 
Friday 3

rd
 April 2pm  Deanery Service of Reflection 

Good Friday   at the Priory Church, Lanercost 
 

 
 
SUNDAY 5

th
 APRIL:  EASTER DAY 

 

9.30am at St Cuthbert’s, Nether Denton 
Easter Holy Communion 
with Gilsland Church joining with them 
 

11am at St Mary’s, Walton 
a short Easter Celebration 
suitable for young people and children –  
followed by refreshments and an Easter Egg Hunt 

 

11am at the Priory Church, Lanercost 
Easter Holy Communion 

  

 

Youth Work Help 
 

Have you noticed how little youth work is now 
going on in our communities? 
When I was a teenager, I went to a church youth 
group and scouts and several other clubs. Coun-
cils used to run youth groups so kids would have 
things to do. 
Carlisle diocese pays a full-time youth worker for 
our deanery.  Her expenses are paid by local   
parishes.  She runs youth groups in Longtown 
and Brampton, she goes into all our schools  
regularly and takes our kids on activities through-
out the year. 
She cannot do this on her own. She needs volun-
teer supporters to help with youth but also back 
room support to help with administration.  If you 
can help please do get in touch. 

Revd Ben 

Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, 
a great anti-God rally was arranged in Kiev. The 
powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Mos-
cow, and for an hour he demolished the Christian 
faith with argument, abuse and ridicule. At the 
end there was silence. 
Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a 
priest of the Russian Orthodox Church.  He went 
and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the people, 
he raised his arms and spoke just three              
triumphant words: ‘Christ is risen!’ 
At once the entire assembly rose to their feet 
and gave the joyful response, ‘He is risen indeed!’ 
It was a devastating moment for an atheist politi-
cian, who had no answer to give to this ancient 
Easter liturgy. He had not realised he was simply 
too late: how can you convince people that God 
does not exist when they have already encoun-
tered Him? 

Easter Faith in atheist Russia 
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Once in a while, something may happen, you visit 
a place, meet someone, read or see something 
that that gives you a realisation of startling bril-
liance that stops you dead in your tracks. 

So it was recently, while in holiday in the south of 
Portugal, Gillian and I were in the town of Tavira 
and visited the Igreja da Misericórdia. Our guide 
book informed us that if we visited one church in 
Tavira (there are about 80), it should be this one. 
Our visit was richly rewarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church, a short climb up a narrow street near 
the main square, was built in 1750. On approach, 
one is faced with a simple Renaissance portico of 
carved stone set into a whitewashed plastered 
wall. Once past the ticket desk, one enters an in-
terior of remarkable beauty. The walls of the 
nave are covered with typical Portuguese tiles of 
vibrant blue: azulejos. These, common, especially 
in churches all over Portugal, depict the fourteen 
Works of Mercy (Misericórdia is Portuguese for 
mercy). Six of these are the actions which Jesus 
tells his followers are to be performed by those 
who wish to inherit the Kingdom: feed the      
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, give shelter to 
the stranger, clothe the naked, tend the sick and 
visit the imprisoned. These, together with the 
spiritual works of mercy, also depicted, were 

practised by members of monastic communities, 
not only in Portugal, but also in this country, in 
such communities as Lanercost Priory before 
Henry VIII did away with them. 

I was prompted to wonder, on viewing these rich, 
artistic depictions of acts of charity, how the 
same spirit may be lived out in our communities 
today, especially within sacred places. My mind 
turned to the first sermon that I heard preached 
in Lanercost Priory. It was in the summer of July 
2010, when we had just relocated from Chile to 
Lanercost. The service was taken by the Rev. Rob 
Brown, and the sermon was on the subject of the 
Minster model, which was then being mooted as 
a way of giving increased unity and cohesion to 
our benefice. The preacher recalled the days in 
which monasteries were at the centre of so much 
charitable, cultural, educational and hospitable 
work. This, I felt , on viewing these ceramics, 
could be replicated in the fleshing out of our 
emergent Mission Community today. 

And I had to travel to the south of Portugal for 
this to be borne in upon me! 

David Bamford 

 

Works of Mercy 

Resurrection Prayer 
 
Loving Father, 
Thank you for Jesus; for His life and death, 
but most of all for His resurrection, which 
makes all things new and possible. 
Thank you for the reality that He defeated 
death by His work on the Cross and offers 
life forever with Him to all who believe in 
Him and receive Him into their lives as Lord 
and Saviour. Thank you for that incompre-
hensible but very real resurrection peace 
that we can know even in our darkest times 
by the presence of your Holy Spirit in us. In 
joy and thankfulness, we praise and honour 
you this Eastertime. In Jesus’ name. 
 Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ .ǳȊȊΚ 
 

World Bee Day is celebrated every year on May 
20th. The date commemorates the birthday of 
Anton Janša, a pioneer of modern beekeeping, 
and serves as a global reminder to appreciate 
and protect pollinators and their critical role in 
nature. 

The day was officially recognised by the United 
Nations in 2017, thanks to the efforts of Slove-
nia, a country with a long beekeeping tradition. 
The day honours both bees and beekeepers, 
emphasising the need to protect these tiny yet 
powerful creatures that are essential for polli-
nating plants and maintaining healthy ecosys-
tems.  
 

How to Get Involved 

 

¶ Plant Bee-Friendly Flowers: Create a polli-
nator-friendly garden by planting native 
flowers and avoiding pesticides. Install a 
bee hotel. 

¶ Support Local Beekeepers: Buy honey and 
other bee products from local, sustainable 
sources to help support ethical beekeeping 
practices. 

¶ Learn: find out how to  to recognise the 
many different types of bee—which can 
you spot in your garden or on a walk 

¶ Educate: learn more about the challenges 
facing pollinators and share that knowledge 
with others.  

¶ Advocate:  Advocate for policies that      
protect pollinator habitats and pesticide 
control– look out for on-line  campaigns 
and petitions 

 

Amazing  Bee Facts 
By  Sophia Quaglia for BBC Earth 

 

¶  Most bee species don’t live in colonies, 
and over 70% of bees build their solitary 
nests in the ground.1 

¶ Honeycombs are made of thousands of 
precisely sized hexagonal shapes; this 
shape stores the largest amount of honey 
for the least amount of work and re-
sources. 

¶ In the course of her lifetime, a single 
worker honeybee will produce approxi-
mately 1/12th of a teaspoon of honey. 

¶ As a by product of their consumption of 
nectar, bees not only make honey, they 
also make bread, royal jelly, propolis and 
beeswax. For this reason, bees are some-
times referred to as “master chemists and 
chemical engineers.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Not all bees are busy workers. Several spe-
cies of parasitic bee invade other species’ 
nests, where they lay their eggs and live 
off their resources 

¶ Honeybees flap their wings a whopping 
230 times per second, and a worker hon-
eybee can fly as fast as 21 to 28km/h. 

¶ Honeybees can understand the concept of 
zero and can count to at least four in order 
from left to right. They can also recognise 
faces and remember them for up to two 
days. 

¶ Bumblebees are thought to be able to feel 
pain and joy. 

 
Enjoy  our wonderful bees this spring and 

summer! 
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Moss Peteral is an 1100-acre holding in Northum-
berland National Park, a couple of miles north of 
Hadrian's Wall just beyond Greenhead. It's arche-
typal wide open moorland where the ground 
squelches underfoot and the sky goes on forever 
above. Agriculturally the land is classified as    
“Severely Disadvantaged “- productivity and 
farming choices are limited and, like all 
neighbouring farms, it is used to rear  sheep and  
beef cattle.  
What makes Moss Pereral different is that the 
farmers, Sue and Allan, prioritise farming for bio-
diversity. 
The wetlands being 
restored to it’s       
former state and is a 
valued habitat for 
wading birds, while 
the hay meadow 
glows with wild    
flowers and  is alive 
with insects. The 
grazing land supports 
several hundred hardy sheep a small herd of        
Pasture for Life certified White Galloway cattle. 
 You are invited to visit the farm this summer on 
20th June to find out more about managing the 
land to increase biodiversity or just to enjoy 
walking through a wildflower meadow.—
remember what that was like? 
 

Beef Bogs and Biodiversity 
You are invited to visit to Moss Peteral farm 20th June 2026 , 10.30τ2pm 

The  three hour visit involves 
¶ Introductory chat about the farm, its special 

peatland habitats, and an insight into how it is 
farmed to support biodiversity and sequester 
carbon. 

¶ Guided walk – it's only about a mile but the 
ground is rough and wet. It's quite hard going 
and a fair level of fitness is required. Boots  
and warm waterproof clothing advised! 

¶ Refreshments – taste our home produced 
beef. Vegetarian and vegan  options avail-
able—request when reserving your place. 

 
This visit is offered entirely free of charge 

thanks to funding from Defra via a Country-

side Stewardship Agreement.  

Places are limited so please reserve a 
place  as soon as possible by emailing 

Alison Higgs   
alison.marymag@gmail.com  
or phoning 016977 47409 
Please mention if you have special dietary re-
quirements 
  The farm is up a well surfaced  single track road 
with cattle grids and gates to open. It would be 
good to car share so if you are able to offer a lift 
please mention this when booking. 
 

 Moss Peteral, Greenhead, Brampton, CA8 7HY 
What three words: fond.shape.effort 
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183.  Surrender 
 
When the feeling of overwhelming grief 
Or impending loss, becomes the sole focus 
Of everything we think and do, 
We know our mind needs a rest, a 
Clearing out of this stricken ability to 
Continually resist or deny what is. 
 
We busily try to let go, to surrender all 
And strive for peace and understanding,  
Only to fail time and again; the 
Overactive mind seems to relish the suffering. 
 
But who is the one trying to surrender? 
It is only when the mind is exhausted 
That silence becomes impossible to ignore. 
There comes a knowing that in deep sleep, 
All suffering ceases, because the mind is stilled. 
 
There is an invitation, we intuit, that in  
The background, remains an unchanging 
Source of life, our soul, a flow of love, 
That has always been there, and always will be. 
 
When the trying, longing, needing mind  
Gives up, and loses interest in the story, 
Wisdom and honesty surfaces; there is  
No-one to surrender to, and nothing to surren-
der. 
What is left is acceptance, an aliveness, a pres-
ence, 
Finally released from the illusion of control. 
 
In the presence of absence, is the Real. 
 

Bob Morely 

From the Registers 

Lanercost 
Memorial Service 
5th February 2026    Roland Jackson 
 
Funeral and Burial in the churchyard 
10th March 2026    James 'Jim' Hodgson 

Luke tells us the story of the ten lepers healed by 
Jesus as he was on his way to Jerusalem.  
All ten were healed but only one, a Samaritan, 
returned to thank Him. 
In my former job as a church caretaker, I was of-
ten on duty on a large church campus on the 
edge of a city centre and I would watch the rea-
sonably well-off middle class families trooping 
into the converted warehouse for the morning 
worship gathering. They knew how to behave 
well, greet each other politely and stand, sit, pray 
and sing obediently.  
Across the grass on the other side of the campus 
in another factory building that had been car-
peted and painted in magnolia, a different gath-
ering took place. This was called Streetwise 
church and was set up for people who were 
homeless or had problems with mental health or 
were substance abusers and usually some combi-
nation of those. They often had to leave their 
booze outside or had fights on their way in to 
church.  
These were people who could potentially make 
the middle class professionals feel very uncom-
fortable but this was their own church and when 
the music started and they began to praise God, 
they could be heard across the campus. They 
worshipped Jesus with their whole selves be-
cause they knew what he had saved them from. 
The one Samaritan leper in the gospel reading 
certainly knew what he’d been saved from. 
 

Do we remember to say thank you? 
 
Making a list of ways the Lord has blessed or 
healed you might bring traumatic memories but 
if you even scratch the surface of how much he 
has done for you over the years, your faith will be 
lifted. You will start to approach the troubles of 
life differently and other people will notice this. 
They will want to know the reason. 
You won’t need to come up with clever ways to 
get Jesus into your conversations. 
You’ll just have to answer the questions that will 
arise from other people seeing the difference he 
has made in your life. 

Owen Wilkins 

Saying thank you 
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Gilsland school has been transformed:  long gone 
are the Christmas and Winter displays to be re-
placed by beautifully created Easter artwork and 
poetry that really do give a feeling of hope and 
new life at this time of year.  They linked the 
story of the Good Samaritan to our school value 
of Friendship and shared ways that they can be a 
good Samaritain to others.   

The children have also taken it upon themselves 
to create their own vegetable patch at the back 
of school.  Each lunchtime they are busy digging 
and removing grass and weeds from their plot 
which they are hoping to transform into an area 
where they can grow their own crops.   

It was lovely to welcome Rev. Ben Phillips into 

school on Tuesday.  He led our collective worship 

on the theme of temptation and certainly caught 

the children’s  attention with the doughnut chal-

lenge!  

Alison Higgs also came into school to introduce 

the ‘Easter Garden’ competition to the children.  

She demonstrated different ways of making a 

garden and discussed the significance of the dif-

ferent parts of the garden to Christians.  The chil-

dren are now busy preparing their gardens with 

will be displayed in our school hall during our 

Family Easter Celebration on Friday 27th March at 

9a.m.  Everyone welcome.  The gardens will then 

be taken up to St Mary Magdalene’s church for 

everyone to enjoy over the Easter period.  

Nicola Atkins Head Teacher   

016977 47302 

Gilsland CE Primary School  
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In front of the screen is a large altar with a cruci-
fix and six tall, stately candlesticks. Their lights 
are signs of Jesus the Light proclaimed by the 
dazzling central figure on the screen behind. 
Originally candlesticks would have stood on the 
ground before the altar, or lamps were hung 
above. In the 14th century candles were placed 
on the altar. 
 

Aesthetic judgement will vary from person to 
person, and some may find tall candlesticks like 
these obtrusive, detracting from the sacrament 
of the altar. Whatever their size, when lit they 
announce that Jesus is the true light, who wel-
comes everyone to find nourishment and guid-
ance for life’s pilgrimage in communion at that 
table. Here at Wymondham Abbey I think the 
pilgrim visitor will find that the beauty and grace 
of these altar furnishings complement the great 
mystery of divine light celebrated in Ninian 
Comper’s masterpiece. 
 

“I am the light of the world,” our Lord says in St 
John’s Gospel. He is the One who can bring sight 
and insight to those born blind, and vision to 
those who feel they live in a world of darkness. In 
Him is the glory of God and life for all people. 
That radiant glory greets those who visit Wy-
mondham Abbey in Norfolk and look down the 
main aisle to see the wondrous screen at the east 
end depicting Christ in majesty surrounded by 
our Lady and the saints. 

Ironically, the history of the Abbey in the Middle 
Ages was one of darkness and conflict, where dis-
agreement severed the harmony of monks and 
townspeople. The Abbey was dissolved in the 
16th century, but then restored to its former glory 
in the early 20th century. Ninian Comper began 
working on the screen in 1922, and it was com-
pleted in 1934. 

God in the Arts  
ΨIŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳΩ ς the screen at the east end 

 
The Rev Michael Burgess continues his procession through a church building, this month pausing to 

consider the significance of the screen at the east end.  

Wikimedia Commons: Evelyn Simak / Wymondham Abbey - 

April Fools: Remember this? 

Probably the most famous April Fool’s joke of all 
time was the 1960’s BBC TV broadcast 
feature on the spaghetti farms of Italy. A BBC re-
porter interviewed Italian farmers about their 
work and the progress of the spaghetti plants in 
great detail. Spaghetti plants were filmed being 
carefully planted, and then being harvested. And 
all in the BBC’s most serious documentary man-
ner. It took a while to appreciate that this was 
Aunty playing games! 
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{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  
Walton 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday 5 th April  

at 11am  
A short Service for Young People fol-

lowed by an Easter Hunt Egg  
and refreshments in Walton Village Hall.  

Everyone welcome. 

QUIZ NIGHT - Saturday 25 th April at 
7pm in Walton Village Hall 

 

Teams of up to 6 or come along on your 
own and we will sort out teams for you. 

Raffle. 
£5 per person to include nibbles,  

tea & coffee.  
You are welcome to bring your own 

drinks. 
Everyone Welcome 

 

For more information or to book places 

  

 

 

William Hodgson Trust  
registered charity number 237328 

Supporting the children  and the  
community  of Nether Denton  

 

¶ Supporting the education of the   
 children  of Nether Denton  

¶ Supporting the  community  of 
Nether Denton  

¶ Supporting the needs of the people  

of Nether Denton  
 

Applications are invited for grants to assist 

in these areas.  
 

For an application form, or further      

details, contact the Secretary:  
hodgsontrust@gmail.com  

Applications should be submitted by  

3rd  July in order to be considered at the 
next meeting of the Trust  

 

William Hodgson was a churchwarden at St 

Cuthbertõs church. He set up a trust in 1850 for the 

prevention and relief of poverty, for community 

development and towards the education of the chil-

dren of the parish. This is still our aim today. 

Thank you, William Hodgson! 

mailto:hodgsontrust@gmail.com
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PC FIXER 
Trouble with your Broadband?  

Computer running slowly or crashing? 
Infected with viruses? 

Are you backing up your  important information? 
Low flat rate fee. 

I visit you throughout North Cumbria 
Call: 07984 441329 

Or email:   repairs @pcfixer.org.uk 

Tutoring Service: 
 

Does your child need extra support to help 
them understand things and help them to 
close the gap? 
 

If so contact Mrs. Alison Clarricoats - 
teacher with 35 years of experience and 

proven track record of making a difference.     
Call : 07887594508  

 

Something broken? 
5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅΗ 

 

Bring it to the  Repair Cafe at Brampton Com-
munity Centre on the  forth Saturday of the 

month  1pm— 
where a team of  volunteers will use their skill 

and experience to repair it. 
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Vicar, Rural Dean and Mission  
Community Leader 

Rev’d Ben Phillips  07936 099123 ben@lanercost.net 

Reader with Permission to Officiate David Bamford 01697 508157  

Local Lay Ministerswith permission to 
officiate 

Jo Grundy 01228525284  

Retired Clergy Rev’d Malcolm Riches 016977 42761  

    

    

Wardens: Lanercost Chris Angus Burtholme East, Lanercost CA8 2HH 016977 41504 

  Barbara Riches 13 Edmondson Cl, Brampton CA8 016977 42761 

 Walton Philip Knowles Emeritus 016977 41232 

  Charlotte Shaw The Old Vicarage, Walton, CA8 2DH 016975 43002 

 Gilsland Alison Higgs alison.marymag@gmail.com 016977 47409 

  Owen Wilkins Owen.stmarymag@gmail.com  

 Nether Denton Amanda Nixon amanda.nixon67@gmail.com  07968 983664 

  Allan Cathers Allergarth, Banks, Brampton CA8 2JH 016977 41645 

Safeguarding Officers 
 for Children and Vulnerable Adults  

Lanercost with Walton  
Charlotte Shaw 016975 43002 
Gilsland: 
Keith Nightingale 07736725143 
Nether Denton  
Amanda Nixon  07968 983664 
Carlisle Diocese Safeguarding Advisor 
Joanna Van Lachterop  07458 016884 
safeguarding.adviser@carlislediocese.org.uk  

 
IAN BLAIR  
Funeral Director 

 
Tincastle, West Hall       
Brampton, Cumbria 

CA8 2EH  
& 

Falkin Hill, Brampton, 
Cumbria CA8 1SB 

 
01697741741 
07767390434 

 

www.ianblairfuneraldirector.co.uk               

24 Hr PERSONAL SERVICE 

CHURCH OFFICE-HOLDERS 

Magazine Subscriptions for 
2026 Now Due 

 

Electronically:  this is a two stage process! 
1. Transfer £5 by BACS to Sort Code: 40-

13-19 Account Number: 41023322 
reference: Mag. and your name 

2.  Email or phone Anne Mitchelson,  
 annemitch22@aol.com or  
 016977 2871 to  arrange delivery/
 collection 
OR 
If you wish to pay by cheque please send to 
Anne Mitchelson, The Garth, Lanercost CA8 
2HQ payable to Lanercost PCC. 
 
Please state whether you want a paper   
version or  digital (PDF) version. Both are 
available. 
Make sure to include an address for  
delivery/ collection or email address as 
appropriate 

Deadline for the next issue 20th May 
Please submit copy to Alison Higgs, editor  at : 

Lanercosted@gmail.com 

mailto:amanda.nixon67@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:%20safeguarding.adviser@carlislediocese.org.uk
http://www.ianblairfuneraldirector.co.uk/
mailto:annemitch22@aol.com

